Creating a world of opportunities for people with DLD

~ IHE DLD PROJECT
FOUNDATION

The Hon Mark Butler MP

Minister for Health and Ageing

Minister for Disability and the National Disability Insurance Scheme
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600
13/06/2025
Dear Minister Butler,

| am writing on behalf of The DLD Project Foundation and the 1 in 14 Australians
affected by Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) — a hidden but life-impacting
communication disability that makes it difficult to speak, listen, and understand

language.

In our previous correspondence in February 2025 (attached), you kindly noted that the
government was considering including DLD within the MBS M10 item group. However,
just prior to the federal election, we were informed by Speech Pathology Australia that
while several speech disorders had been approved for MBS coverage, DLD was not

included.

This omission is a significant and deeply concerning oversight. DLD affects academic
achievement, employment opportunities, mental health, and even justice outcomes —
with research showing that up to 60% of young people in detention have undiagnosed
DLD. To expand support for speech disorders while excluding DLD fails to address one of

the most prevalent and misunderstood communication disabilities in Australia.




In response, we launched a Change.org petition calling for this decision to be
reconsidered. To date, 2,215 Australians have signed, including families, health

professionals, and academics. You can view the petition and heartfelt testimonials here:

isorder-dld-under-medicare/dashboard

On Wednesday 11 June, A Current Affair aired a segment highlighting the urgent need

for action. The story can be viewed here:

We recognise that many disabilities and conditions require attention. However, we

respectfully request the opportunity to meet with you and your team to share the lived
experience of Australians with DLD and the evidence-based therapies that can

dramatically improve their outcomes.

With greater awareness and understanding, we are confident we can work together to

ensure no one with DLD is left behind.

Thank you for your time and ongoing commitment to improving the health and

wellbeing of all Australians.

Warm regards,

Shaun

Dr Shaun Ziegenfusz (he/him/his)

Chairperson | The DLD Project Foundation (Tuesdays & Wednesdays)
0401 917 241 | shaun@TheDLDProject.com
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