
(Name) 
(Address) 
(City, State, Postcode) 
 
e. (Email Address) 
t. (Phone Number) 
 
(Date) 
 
The Hon (MP’s Full Name) 
Member for (Electorate) 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Dear [Name], 
 
Re: Urgent Need for Increased Funding to Support Children and Families Affected 
by Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) 
 
I am writing to you as a concerned member of the community and aunt to a child who 
has a Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) to advocate for greater federal 
investment in services and support for children and families affected by DLD. 
 
DLD is a hidden but common disability affecting approximately 1 in 14 children, yet it 
remains under-recognised and underfunded compared to other developmental 
conditions. Children with DLD struggle to understand and use language effectively, 
impacting their academic achievement, mental health, employment prospects, and 
social participation throughout their lives. 
 
Despite its prevalence and profound impact, families and educators often find 
themselves navigating a system where access to early identification, evidence-based 
therapy, and ongoing educational supports are fragmented, difficult to access, and 
dependent on out-of-pocket costs. This inequity places an unacceptable burden on 
families and risks exacerbating social and educational disadvantage for a significant 
proportion of Australian children. 
 
I urge the Federal Government to take decisive action by: 
 

• Including DLD under the new Medicare-supported speech pathology funding; 
• Expanding access to public speech pathology services, particularly for early 

childhood and school-age interventions;  
• Funding national awareness campaigns to promote understanding of DLD 

among families, educators, and healthcare professionals; and 
• Supporting research to develop best-practice interventions and system-wide 

responses to DLD. 
 
 



Every child deserves the opportunity to reach their full potential. By investing in the 
early identification and support of children with DLD, we can dramatically improve life 
outcomes for thousands of young Australians and strengthen the wellbeing of their 
families and communities. 
 
I respectfully request that you champion this issue in Parliament and advocate for the 
urgent allocation of dedicated funding and include DLD under the new Medicare-
speech pathology funding.  
 
Thank you for your attention to this important issue. I look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
(Name) 
 


