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The Hon Mark Butler MP

Minister for Health and Aged Care

Minister for the National Disability Insurance Scheme
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Minister Butler,

| am writing to you as a parent of a child living with Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) and as
someone deeply concerned about the urgent need for action to support children and families
impacted by this hidden, yet common, disability.

Despite DLD affecting approximately 1 in 14 children — making it more common than autism — it
continues to be under-recognised and severely underfunded. Recently, the federal government
announced new Medicare supports for children with conditions such as stuttering, cleft lip/palate,
and speech sound disorders. While this is a positive step forward for some families, it is incredibly
disheartening that children with DLD have once again been excluded, despite extensive advocacy
from The DLD Project Foundation and Speech Pathology Australia.

Let me tell you what this means for a family like mine.

My child was diagnosed with DLD at age five. From that moment on, our lives changed. What should
have been simple milestones — making friends, learning to read, participating in class — became
daily struggles. He is bright, funny, and full of potential, but his difficulties with understanding and
expressing language have led to isolation, anxiety, and self-doubt. We've spent hours in waiting
rooms, thousands of dollars on therapy, and countless nights worrying about his future. He works
so hard, and we’re incredibly proud of him — but without appropriate support, the gap just keeps
widening.

We receive no NDIS support, and Medicare covers only five speech therapy sessions per year. That’s
barely one session every two months — nowhere near enough for a child who needs intensive,
consistent therapy just to have the chance to catch up with his peers. Like many families, we’ve had
to make heartbreaking choices about what we can afford, and what we must go without.

Dr Shaun Ziegenfusz, Chairperson of The DLD Project Foundation, has described the exclusion of
DLD from the MBS as “heartbreaking.” Families like mine, as well as Sadie’s and Gail’s — whose
stories were recently featured in CHILD Magazine — are living proof of the harm caused by inaction.

These are not abstract policy oversights. They are real, preventable impacts on real children.
I urge the Federal Government to take decisive action by:
o Immediately extending the new Medicare items for speech pathology assessments and
therapy sessions to include children with DLD;
e Expanding access to public speech pathology services, especially for early childhood and
school-age interventions;



e Investing in national awareness campaigns to improve early identification and reduce
stigma; and
e Supporting research into evidence-based interventions and system-wide solutions for DLD.

Every child deserves the opportunity to develop strong communication skills — the foundation of
learning, belonging, and future independence. The current system is failing thousands of children.

With the right support, my child and others with DLD can thrive. Without it, they are being left
behind.

| would welcome the opportunity to meet with you or your team to share our story further and help
create a better future for the 1 in 14 Australians with DLD.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and commitment to ensuring no child is overlooked.

Yours sincerely,

(Name)
Parent Advocate



