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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the unceded sovereignty of the Traditional Custodians of the lands on which we meet today, the Larrakia People
of Garramilla, and pay respect to Elders past and present. 

We recognise the health, and social and emotional wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples are grounded in 
continued connection to culture, country, language and community, and acknowledge that sovereignty was never ceded. 

We would also like to pay our respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples attending the conference this week and 
also acknowledge the unceded lands in which you come from. 4
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ALEXANDRA.HOGAN@NT.GOV.AU

NATOIA PLUMMER | 
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ANNA PRITCHARD | NT HEALTH |
SPEECH PATHOLOGIST |
ANNA.PRITCHARD@NT.GOV.AU

SHAUN ZIEGENFUSZ | THE DLD PROJECT |
CO-CEO & CO-FOUNDER |
SHAUN@THEDLDPROJECT.COM
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THE DLD PROJECT

Extensive and evolving research tells us what works best for people with Developmental 
Language Disorder (DLD) but unfortunately these learnings and insights sit in the hands of a few.

The DLD Project addresses these roadblocks by establishing an online platform to distribute 
evidence-based information, resources and training.

We believe the saying “it takes a village" is the best way to describe our model of engaging 
families, educators and health professionals to work in partnership to change the lifelong outlook 
for people with DLD. Everyone has an important role to play.

In addition to offering lots of free and paid tools and resources to support the Australian DLD 
community, a portion of proceeds goes to funding game changing DLD advocacy and research 
initiatives.

www.TheDLDProject.com shaun@TheDLDProject.com Connect with us
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AGENDA

• Developmental Language Disorder
• DLD in the NT
• Panel discussion
• Wrap up & questions

1 2

3 4

5 6



2

7

TODAY

• You will need your phone – audience participation via Menti.com
• Visual schedule (QR code) 
• You can move if/when you need to (see your table and/or QR code)

• Questions – include your name/phone number and we’ll follow up

WHAT 2 WORDS DESCRIBE HOW 
YOU’RE FEELING TODAY?

QR 
Code

• Scan the QR code or visit www.menti.com (7147 3328)

HOW CONFIDENT ARE YOU WITH 
RECOGNISING THE SIGNS OF DLD?

• Scan the QR code or visit www.menti.com (7147 3328)

DEVELOPMENTAL LANGUAGE DISORDER
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?

• Language delay

• Primary language impairment

• Language disorder

• Specific language impairment

• Language impairment

• Developmental dysphasia

• Language learning impairment

• Developmental language disorder

Reilly et al., 2014 14

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

• Lack of agreement about criteria and terminology for children’s language difficulties has 

affected access to services, as well as hindering research and practice. 

• An international group of 59 experts (the CATALISE Consortium) included speech language 

therapists/pathologists, (educational) psychologists, paediatricians, psychiatrists, specialist 

teachers and charity representatives, led by Professor Dorothy Bishop.

• Two aims (via Delphi process):

1. Consensus for identification

2. Consensus for terminology
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WHAT IS DLD?

DLD

DLD
is a developmental 

condition that causes 
difficulties with 
understanding 
and/or talking
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WHAT IS DLD?

Calder et al., 2022, Norbury et al., 2016; Tomblin et al., 1997
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WHAT IS DLD?

Calder et al., 2022, Norbury et al., 2016; Tomblin et al., 1997
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WHAT IS DLD?
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WHAT IS DLD?
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WHAT IS DLD?
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Assume children presenting with 
behavioural, emotional and social 
difficulties have a language 
impairment unless proven otherwise.

Gina Conti-Ramsden
22

WHAT IS DLD?

? ? DLD

LANGUAGE DISORDER 
ASSOCIATED WITH ….

CULTURALLY AND 
LINGUISTICALLY DIVERSE

Another 
language

Bishop et al., 2017
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DIFFERENT DIAGNOSITC CRITERIA

• CATALISE Consortium (2017)
• Developmental Language Disorder
• Language Disorder associated with biomedical condition
• Speech Sound Disorder
• Other 

• DSM-5-TR (2022)
• Language Disorder
• Speech Sound Disorder
• Fluency Disorder
• Social Communication Disorder
• + comorbid conditions

• ICD-11 (2022)
• Developmental Language Disorder (4 subclassifications)
• Developmental Speech Sound Disorder
• Developmental Speech Fluency Disorder
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DLD vs LANGUAGE DISORDER ASSOCIATED WITH . . .

DLD Toolbox; Archibald, 2021

Co-Occurring Conditions

• Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
• Developmental Coordination Disorder (DCD)
• Auditory Processing Disorder (APD)
• Specific Learning Disorder (e.g. dyslexia, 

dyscalculia)
• Speech Sound Disorder

Differentiating Conditions

• Traumatic Brain Injury
• Sensori-neural hearing loss
• Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
• Intellectual Disability
• Cerebral Palsy
• Epilepsy (result in aphasia)
• Down Syndrome and other genetic conditions
• Rett Syndrome and other neurodegenerative 

conditions

19 20

21 22

23 24



5

25

NDIS

• The NDIS Act 2013 is the legislation that establishes the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) and the National Disability Insurance Agency 
(NDIA). 

• The term “Developmental Language Disorder” was implemented in 2017 and 
endorsed by Speech Pathology Australia.

• Limited access to the NDIS for people with DLD. Some success in 2020-2021.
• The DLD Project and Speech Pathology Australia have been advocating for 

consistent access to the NDIS for people with DLD.  Issues with access tend to 
go in themes - permanence, treatment, planner understanding.
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NDIS

Primary Condition Prevalence* # of NDIS Participants**

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 0.1% 931

Cerebral Palsy 0.15% 17575

Down Syndrome 0.16% 11602

Autism Spectrum Disorder 0.65% 207385

Intellectual Disability 5.5% 88132

Dyslexia 6% <20

Developmental Language Disorder 7.4% 147

* prevalence from McGregor (2020). **Data current as of 31/03/2023
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OTHER PATHWAYS FOR FUNDING

• Chronic Disease Management Plans - This is a GP managed plan that provides 
a Medicare rebate for allied health services. The CDM plan provides a 
maximum of 5 total rebates per calendar year for all allied health services 
(including speech pathology).

• Private health insurance – Limited.

• Educational Funding – Australian students with disability must be able to 
access and participate in education on the same basis as their peers. Some 
states/territories will utilise Federal and State/Territory educational budget 
to provide specific services. 
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RESOURCES

• DLD Evidence Brief
• DLD & the NDIS: A Practical Guide for Families
• Podcast – A Paediatrician’s Perspective on DLD
• 0-5 Year Old Communication Milestones
• 5-11 Year Old Communication Milestones
• 11-18 Year Old Communication Milestones
• SPA’s Communication Hub

DLD IN THE NT
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DLD IN THE NT
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PANEL DISCUSSION
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PANEL DISCUSSION

QUESTION 1

QR 
Code

• Scan the QR code or visit www.menti.com (6814 1292)

When families talk about difficulties for their child,                             
what types of everyday activities do they talk about?

Think about the activities that make you wonder about their language skills.

34

Q1. What types of everyday activities do they talk about?

• Learning and talking at school
• Talking with family at dinner
• Telling a story about hunting, fishing
• Cultural events e.g. ceremony 
• Knowing the order of steps when cooking a meal
• Playing new games with friends
• Working through conflict with a friend or sibling
• Instructions in soccer, basketball, athletics, footy
• Doing a job interview

• How involved they are in activities that matter to them?
• How much help they need to do it (independence)?
• Are they maintaining the social connections that are important to 

them?

Potential strengths & limitations Potential strengths & limitations
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o Tell me about what your day looks 
like? (broad)

o Tell me about what your mornings 
look like? (narrow)

o Tell me about school? (broad)
o Tell me about the easy/tricky parts 

of school? (narrow)
o What do they like to do with 

friends? 
o What helps when these difficulties 

happen?
o Where do you find these difficulties 

are impacting the most?

o What are some 
activities that are 
important to your 
family? How do they go 
in these? 

o If there are some 
activities where they 
don’t have difficulties, 
why do you think that 
is?

o Tell me about your 
friends. 

o Is there anything 
you’d like to 
change?

o Is there anything 
you wish was 
easier?

Questions for both
Questions for 
children & young 
people

Questions for family
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Q1. What types of everyday activities do they talk about?

Family goal setting tool 
(modified for NT)

SAFER routines based interview

SATIRE routines based interview
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QUESTION 2

• Scan the QR code or visit www.menti.com (6814 1292)

What indicators make you think a client’s                                          
language difficulties might persist?

38

o When do you think this started?
o What changes have you noticed over 

time?

o Tell me about when   
you first noticed 
differences in X, Y, Z?

o When did you start to 
feel like they weren’t 
talking like their peers?

o What were things like 
when they were 
growing up?

o What were things 
like last year?

o Can you draw what 
it was like?

Questions for both
Questions for 
children & young 
people

Questions for family

QUESTION 3

QR 
Code

• Scan the QR code or visit www.menti.com (2534 067)

What other reasons could explain language difficulties?
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Q3. What other reasons could explain this?

• Family/child culture, worldviews and beliefs about language and 
health 

• Age and gender e.g. are they a man at 14 years?
• Other languages spoken/dialects
• Life stressors i.e. sorry business
• Interests of the child and family
• Self-esteem/shame
• Previous experiences with Government/Health – personally and 

historically

• Context i.e. Community/town/city
• Language i.e. western English education vs teaching in language 
• Teacher’s prior experiences
• Family – large and important family networks 
• House i.e. overcrowding causing stress, in between housing, moving 

between houses (wet season)

Potential facilitators & barriers Potential facilitators & barriers

Parenting, multilingualism and cultural differences do not cause DLD
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o Tell me about the languages you and 
your family know. 

o What do you think might be 
happening?

o Are there any other reasons that 
you think could explain these 
differences/difficulties?

o Is there another 
diagnosis they have 
that could explain these 
difficulties?

o How does it feel to 
be ‘spotlighted’ in 
the classroom?

Questions for both
Questions for 
children & young 
people

Questions for family

Adapted from: Tancredi, H. A. (2020)
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LIMITATIONS

• DLD is a western concept (informed consent)
• Age, gender, language and cultural differences 
• Assessments are also ‘western’, urban focused and can be formal
• Comparisons in tests are not all Aboriginal young people, few from NT
• Power imbalances 
• Unconscious bias

We must partner with the child and those around them who know them best. 
This helps to make this assessment a better representation of their skills and 
them as a person. 
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WRAP UP & QUESTIONS
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RAISE AWARENESS

Visit RADLD.org to find out more
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RAISE AWARENESS

• Sign the Change.org petition
• Share your story
• Wear purple and yellow
• Light up a landmark
• Become a RADLD Ambassador

Developmental Language Disorder: 
Working with Diverse Populations

DOWNLOAD 
MATERIALS
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